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immediately), is it clear that that circumstance makes

such a difference as to render such a prayer as we
have been contemplating improper? Contingency
depends upon the imperfection of knowledge. Abso-
lute knowledge excludes contingency, but because
our own knowledge is necessarily limited, therefore
to us there must be such a thing as contingency ; we
cannot get rid of the idea. With the exception of
such probable forecasts as may be made for a time
not far off, the future of the weather is as much
unknown to us as something which depends on the
will of an unknown human being. Nothing pre-
vents us from hoping that it may be of such or such
a character, and why may we not express a hope
which we may feel, even express it in words of
prayer ? But, if we do so, our motive for the wish
must be such as we can bear to think that the
Searcher of hearts regards, arid not merely some
selfish end. It would be a very different thing, for
instance, according as we had in view the preserva-
tion of the food of a nation and the comfort of the
poor belonging to it, or merely the pleasure of some
private excursion.

I grant, however, that if our thoughts were steadily
fixed on the idea of the invariability of the laws on
which the weather depends, it would be calculated,
if not to prevent, at least to damp, the offering of
prayer for favourable weather. But does our physical